KING CHARLES I                  139
addressed his words to the few soldiers and the bishop who stood with him on the scaffold.
First he denied that he had begun the war, and yet, " for all this, God forbid that I should ^be so ill a Christian as not to say God's judgments -are just upon me. ... An unjust sentence that I suffered to take effect is punished now by an unjust sentence upon me." At last he had fully paid his debt to Stafford's injured spirit. He then told his captors that they would never be in the right way till they gave God His due, the King his due, and the people their due. " For the people ... I must tell you that their liberty and freedom consists in having of government those laws by which their life and their goods may be most their own. It is not for having share in government, that is nothing pertaining to them. A sovereign and a subject are clean different things. . . . Sirs, it was for this that now I am come here. If I would have given way to an arbitrary way, for to have all laws changed according to the power of the sword, I needed not to have come here. And therefore I tell you, and I pray God it be not laid to your charge, that I am the martyr of the people."
Then he spoke of his faith in the Church in which he had been bred, and soon he knelt down and rested his neck on the low block. A masked executioner struck off his h iad at one blow and showed it silently to the mighty crowd. A terrible groan broke from tnem, such a sound as one who heard it prayed never to hear again. Immediately afterwards the soldiers rode up towards Charing Cross and down towards Westminster to scatter and subdue the people.